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McNair Staff 
In this edition... 
Contact EMU 
McNair! 
 Realize Your Potential! 
As an undergraduate, you’re often overwhelmed with projects, papers, 
and exams, while trying to figure out what to do with your life. The EMU 
McNair Scholars Program has living proof that hard work pays off!  In this 
issue of the Challenger, join us as we highlight two EMU alumni who are 
making their dreams come true through their respective graduate journeys... 
	
A Letter to My McNair Family  
  
 
 
by Yasmeen Prince, M.S.W., New York University  
I currently work as a full time social worker for New Alternatives for 
Children in Brooklyn, New York. I assess families who are at risk for child 
neglect, and I work with the parents to address issues or change the family 
function. 
I graduated with my Master’s of Social Work from New York 
University in May of 2014, where I completed a nine-month internship. I was 
placed at the Center for Urban Community Services ‘Street to Home’ Outreach 
Program. Focusing on the Housing First model, I worked with an 
interdisciplinary team to provide support services to individuals who were 
chronically homeless due to co-occurring mental illness and substance abuse 
disorders. Our goal was to secure permanent housing and successfully 
reintegrate our clients into their communities. After completing my internship 
I was hired as a full time Social Worker at the Prince George—the 2nd largest 
supportive housing residence in the U.S.⎯which also provides permanent 
housing and support services for  low income and formerly homeless individ-
uals, including many with a history of substance abuse, physical and 
psychiatric disabilities, and HIV/AIDS. 
My advice to my McNair family is to take full advantage of what 
McNair has to offer. Listen to your mentors—they’ve been around much 
longer and, trust me, they know what they’re doing! Take their advice and 
trust them. They are here to help you be your best. Completing your research 
paper and getting published will further your career, especially when you 
begin your professional job search. I was offered a job at an Autism center in 
NYC because one of my professors at NYU was so impressed with my McNair 
publication on gastrointestinal disorders in children with Autism (a special 
thank you to my mentor, Dr. Janet Okagbue-Reaves!). Being a McNair scholar 
is hard work, but it’s worth it!  All the best to you in your studies!  
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	Make it GREEN! Anthony Sparkling, M.S. talks to Shahana Chumki 
 
Anthony Sparkling (‘12), a doctoral student in Construction Management at Michigan State University, 
received NSF funding to continue innovating green design. When describing his current doctoral research, 
Sparkling said that, “my primary motivation is to understand the dynamics of 
collaboration and communication among inter-organizational project teams. 
This is a result of my 20-year construction industry 
background and project experience.” 
The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship 
Program (GRFP) offers three years of financial support 
over a five-year period. This allows Sparkling to 
continue the research he’s passionate about. Having 
built a long history of practical experience and academic 
excellence, Sparkling said, “My practical experience as 
an electrician and construction project manager has 
been priceless. Having decided to complete my undergraduate studies in 2007, I re-
enrolled at EMU and finished my B.S. in Construction Management, with the support of 
my mentor, Dr. Benedict Ilozor, in 2012. The practical experience served as a great 
compliment to the classroom and gave me unique insights not shared by my classmates. 
This interesting dynamic also motivated me along the way, as I contemplated and 
continue pursing my PhD, teaching, mentoring, and consulting.” 
Sparkling is doing great things and is excelling in his doctoral studies. EMU 
McNair helped him get there. Sparkling said, “The McNair program was instrumental in 
my graduate school process and continued success. The early exposure offered by the 
program proved very helpful with research concepts, conference preparation/ 
presentation, and the graduate experience as a whole. In addition, it gave me much-
needed confidence and guidance, which inspired	me to reach for my full potential.”  
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JOIN	US!!!	
	
“33”	Movie!	
November	22th,	2015	
RAVE	Cinemas	
12:30	p.m.	
	
Team	Challenge	
Symposium	
December	4th,	2015,	
12:00	PM	
Halle	Auditorium	
	
	
Cinderella:	The	
Ballet	
December	4th,	2015,	
7:30	PM.	
Pease	Hall	
	
HOLIDAY	PARTY		
December	12th,	2015	
7:00	PM,	at	Dr.	Neff’s		
	
 
 
The Zen of Applying to Graduate 
School...A testimonial by Kayla Boyd 
	
It’s finally here: the dreaded grad school application season! It’s time to implement all the things 
we’ve learned about applying and getting accepted to graduate school! It’s the scariest, most stressful⎯and 
the most exciting thing I’ve done in my entire undergraduate career!  Trying to sell myself through a 
combination of essays, grades, test scores and interviews is insanely time-consuming and extremely nerve-
racking. I’ve made 10,000 charts just to get all of my deadlines and materials organized, in addition to my 
regular homework, working part-time and taking care of my obligations at home. Needless to say, I have no 
social life right now! However, this is what my McNair cohort and I have been preparing for, and I have to 
admit that it feels pretty amazing to look back at all of the astonishing things we’ve done leading up to this 
moment. 
Thanks to EMU McNair, I have the tools and the knowledge necessary to get accepted to graduate 
school. In these past couple of years, we’ve published research, worked with faculty mentors, conquered the 
GRE, presented at national conferences, won awards and scholarships⎯the list goes on and on. It feels 
pretty amazing to be able to put all of that on a resume or a personal statement and know that I have what it 
takes to earn a graduate degree!  As stressed out and freaked out as we all might be over these next few 
months while applying to highly competitive programs, I have NO doubt that we’ll all find schools that will 
be happy to have us! 
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Born and raised in Peruvian 
culture, Honors College mem-
ber Yeliani Valdez came to 
EMU from sunny San Fernando 
Valley, CA., to major in Crim-
inology and Criminal Justice, 
with a possible minor in Psych-
ology. A sophomore in the Hon-
ors College, Yeliani is also a 
member of the National Society 
for Collegiate Scholars (NSCS), 
and serves as the treasurer of 
the Latino Student Association 
(LSA). Yeliani has visited five 
Latin-American countries, is 
fluent in Spanish and hopes to 
serve our nation by joining the 
FBI, before becoming a pro-
fessor.  Welcome, Yeliani! 
Mikael Dunn grew up in 
Midland, Michigan, and is an 
Honors senior double majoring in 
Biology and Mathematics, along 
with a minor in Chemistry. While 
electrifying minds with his pro-
wess in STEM, Mikael conducts 
genetic-based cancer research 
with his mentor, Dr. Anne Casper 
of the Biology department. Mi-
kael’s ultimate goal, like many of 
us, is to teach and continue his 
research. As a self-proclaimed 
music nerd, Mikael loves to spend 
time playing guitar, bass, key-
boards, cello, and the glocken-
spiel! He is also an avid collector 
of vinyl records. 
Greetings, Mikael!	
	
Iris Vincent is originally from 
Pontiac, MI. Majoring in 
Women and Gender Studies, 
with a minor in Literature, Iris 
intends to pursue a Ph.D. in 
Women and Gender Studies, 
and is currently researching 
female porn stars and social 
media. She explains that there 
is a lot of material on porn-
ography and its negative effects 
that are caused by watching it. 
Iris studies how the way 
women are treated in porn-
ography mirrors the way they 
are treated in society, and 
hopes to understand this by 
examining social media. We 
look forward to this fascinating 
research! Welcome to McNair, 
Iris! 
New Scholars Watch 
	
 
EMU McNair Mission Statement 
 
The Eastern Michigan University McNair Scholars Program prepares 
high-achieving undergraduates from first-generation, low-income and 
traditionally underrepresented homes for success in pursuing doctoral 
studies. Through a rigorous program of research development, 
academic advising, personal mentoring and test preparation, the 
McNair Program assists its Scholars in achieving academic excellence 
and attaining their scholarly and professional goals. 
	
	
			
